[C] 


[D] 


of all that I will give you in commandment for the people of 
Israel’ (Ex. 25:22). 


“And it is written, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: You 
have seen for yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven’ (Ex. 
20:22). 


“Just as ‘speaking’ stated elsewhere refers to a distinct domain [that is, 
heaven is distinct from earth], so ‘speaking’ stated here refers to a 
distinct domain.” 


[E] But was not the ark nine [and not ten] handbreadths high? 


[F] Members of the household of R. Yannai said, “The mercy seat [in 
addition] was a handbreadth [in height].” 


[G] R. Zeira asked, “How do we know that the mercy seat was a 
handbreadth in height?” 


[H] R. Hananiah bar Samuel taught, “To all utensils that were in 
the Temple the Torah assigned a length, breadth, and height, 
except for the mercy seat, to which the Torah assigned a length 
and breadth, but not a height. 


[I] “You may derive it from the smallest utensil in the Temple: 
‘And you shall make around it a frame a handbreadth wide, and 
a molding of gold around the frame’ (Ex. 25:25). Just as here 
we have the height of a handbreadth, so there [with regard to 
the mercy seat] the height is a handbreadth.” 


[J] Or perhaps the meaning is, “You shall make a molding of gold. 
around the frame,” meaning, “Just as here [in the case of the 
molding,] the height is any measure at all, so there [in the case 
of the mercy seat] it may be any measure at all” ! 


[K] What is the upshot of the matter? 


[L] R.Aha bar Jacob says, “‘[And the priest shall dip his finger in 
the blood and sprinkle it seven times before the Lord] in front 
of [the veil]’ (Lev. 4:17). And ‘front’ can only be a 
handbreadth.” 


[M] R. Yosé raised the question, “Now in the case of a tall 
cupboard which stands in the house, of whatever height 
[even above ten handbreadths], is it possible that one is not 
permitted to make use of what is in it, taking it out of the 
cupboard and using it in the house, or to put something 
from the rest of the house back into the cupboard? 


